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SHU 


Telling the 
Top People 


A VERY special editorial conference at the 
Cleveland Spastics Centre, Middlesbrough, 


where a group of young disabled people are 
determined that their voice shall be heard. 

They are doing it by producing their own paper, 
painstakingly typed by June Mann with her toes, 
and now being sent, not only to friends, relatives and 
local MPs, but to people at the very top — like 
Prince Charles, Lord Snowdon and US President 
Ronald Reagan. 

“The aim of this, our very first paper, is to bring 
ourselves to the attention of able-bodied people.” 
declares the team, “in the hopes that the able-bodied 
and the disabled can come closer together.” Touch- 
ingly, they go on to apologise for “the numerous 
mistakes in this paper and hope you will realise the 
amount of effort and time that has been put into it 
by all the disabled people involved.” 

But the editorial team of Spastics News feels that 
its counterparts in Cleveland have nothing to apolo- 
gise for. Instead they can congratulate themselves 
on a fine effort, and we are sure Prince Charles and 
President Reagan will say the same. 

Pictured at the editorial meeting are Stephen 
Hughes, Mike Howie, Jill Dent, Ian Turnbull, Gra- 
ham Ward and typist June. 
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A date with 
Distech 


THE technology of today |§ = 
and tomorrow once applied 
could make travelling for 
the disabled very much 
easier. An extensive 
investigation. and discus- 
sion of the possibilities will 
be the focus of the 
Society’s own contribution 
to the International Year 
of Disabled People. 

Entitled Distech, the  con- 
ference on disability and tech- 
nology is being held between 
March 30-April 3 at Sussex 
University, in conjunction with 
British Rail, which is laying 
on special facilities for the 
disabled. 

A host. of distinguished 
speakers have been invited to 
take part and come from all 
over the world. 

Anyone interested in attend- 
ing should contact the organ- 
iser Bill Hargreayes at the 
Society headquarters, 12 Park 
Crescent, London WIN 4EQ. 


A map te 
pull out 
and keep 


A SPECIAL section 
featuring schools and 
centres run by The 
Spastics Society appears 
on pages six and seven 
of this month’s Spastics 
News. 

The information is set 
out on a map of Eng- 
land and Wales, show- 
ing what type of 
provision is available in 
different areas. 

Like the popular 
guide to local groups of 
the Society, published 
last October (and result- 
ing in a complete sell- 
out of the paper), the 
pull-out can be attached 


t 


to the wall or kept 
handy for quick 
reference. 


UTE xX 


@ AT the age of four, Prue Abel is already a star, featuring in the new National Coal 
Board film about disabled people “We are your neighbours” now being shown at 
cinemas throughout the country. With her blond hair, blue eyes and enchanting smile, 
Prue is certain to capture the hearts of audiences and help them understand the 
problems of the handicapped, Full story on page 2. 
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The 


Spastics 
Society — 


A starring role 


for | little Prue . 
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That's lifel survey 
probes birth care 


AN article in The Times by Dr Tony Smith about need- 
less death and handicap so moved Esther Rantzen, 
presenter of BBC TYV’s “That’s Life!” programme, that 
she decided to launch a survey among expectant mums. 
Since she announced it at the start of the series, over 
10,000 mothers-to-be have asked to take part. 

Their experiences before, during and after birth, 


will be featured in the last three programmes of the 
series to be screened in June. 


Society’s campaign 


The suryey is expected to give a revelatory insight 
into the way women in Britain have babies, and its 
emphasis on prevention of handicap mirrors the Society’s 
own “Save a Baby” campaign. 

Now the Society is working with the BBC on the 
survey, which is to be sent out in the near future to 
those mothers chosen to take part. 


THINK BRITISH | 


The Newton Avon de Luxe 


\ 


The Avon de Luxe is now available in three sizes, 12 ins, 


14 Ins and 16 ins with a choice of chassis for indoor and 
outdoor use. . 


Ideal for young handicapped people as the many 
accessories available tailor the chair to individual 
requirements. ; 

Send today for further details. 


When only the best will do — Go Newton 
Dept N53 SN 

FREEPOST (no stamp required) 

Salisbury, Wilts SP1 2YZ. Telephone 0772 20441 


Newton Aids Limited co-operate closely with The Spastics Society in the development 
of new aids for. the handicapped and in the improvements of existing aids. 
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@ ADRIAN Love, chairman of Good Neighbour’s 
House, took time off from his duties as a Radio 
One disc jockey to attend the film show, and 
give Ernie Upton a hand with his wheelchair. 
Ernie is a resident of the home in Camberwell 


Head of Empjoyment. 


@ DEPUTY head of Wanstead High School, Mr 
P. McNulty, chats to his star pupil Simon Fillery, 
15. Mr McNulty’s voice was heard talking about 

Simon during the scenes shot in the school. 


“Help yourself tothe 
help you need” 


British Gas offers a wide range of help to those who 
need it most-elderly and disabled people. 
If you have a disability-or have friends or 
relatives in need of help, here are some of the ways in 
which we can make life easier for you. 


RAY POOLE, the 
director of the latest 


gp 
COOKING 


For those with hand disabilities, 

many gas cookers can be fitted with. 

-special handles and controls, And 
remember, gas cookers need no matches 
to light them, because they have 
automatic ignition. 

If you are confined to a wheelchair, 
you may find either a cooker with a 
waist-level grill or a built-in cooker 
helpful. 

For those with failing sight or 
blindness, special braille thermostats 
are available for most gas cookers, 
together with braille cooking charts, 


GAS FIRES 


Many gas fires are ayailable with 
easily accessible top controls, to save 
bending, and most fires light 
automatically when turned on. 

And -for those-people with hand 
disabilities, a special tap adaptor may 
be fitted to a number of fires, 


CENTRAL HEATING 


Gas central heating needs very little 
attention and can be set to your own. 
particular pattern of living. Time 
controls and room thermostats help to 
save gas and keep running costs down, 


PAYING FOR GAS 


The Code of Practice for the payment 
of domestic gas and electricity bills offers 


their fuel bills because of real hardship. 
Copies of the Code are available from gas 
showrooms and local offices, Citizens 
Advice Bureaux and other advice centres. 
If you are blind, severely sick or 
disabled, you should tell us so that an 
acceptable method of payment may be 
agreed with you and so avoid possible 
disconnection, 
Pre-payment gas meters carn be 
re-positioned at a convenient height 
for disabled people, and special 
extended handles are available. 


HOW TO HELP YOURSELF 


Go to yourlocal gas showroom. 
If youcannot go, contact the Home Service 
Adviser of your Gas Region, who will be 
happy to call on you at home and provide 
advice free of charge. {You'll find the 
address and telephone number in your 
Jocal telephone directory under GAS). 


MORE HELP 


For information about other ways in 
which we can help-with safety and 
economy hints, for example, or witha 
choice of ways in which you can spread 
the cost of your gas more evenly 
throughout the year-contact your 
Jocal showroom, 


National 


advice to customers who are unable to pay 


BRITISH GAS 


Coal Board 
film for the Society, 
“We are your Neigh- 
bours,” was haunted 
by the phrase of 
Valerie Lang’s: “I have 
met you more often 
than you have met 
me.” 

Now that film is on 
general release and the 
phrase — so _ eloquently 
summing up the isolation 
felt by the disabled — is 
used to telling effect. Ray 
worked on a brief set out 
by Valerie, a member of 
The Spastics Society’s 
Executive Council, who 
works for the Civil 
Aviation Authority. 


“We are your Neigh-- 


bours” gives glimpses into 
the lives of 2 number of 
people affected by cerebral 
palsy and its theme is one 
of acceptance and under- 
standing. 

A special viewing for all 


ban ae. 


@ AN audience of stars and staff at the Society’s Family Services and Ass 
Square. As well as those who actually appeared in the film, the group includes the people who 
had a hand in helping to get it on to the cinema circuit, Henry Gamper, Head of Advertising, 
Helen Gray, Film Librarian, Margaret Morgan, Controller of Personal Social Services, and Phil Dyer, 


@ ADRIAN 


sessment Unit at Fitzroy 


Love and director Ray Poole had 
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plenty to chat about at the special showing of 
the film for those who had a part in its making. 


those who had taken part 
was given at the Society’s 
Family Services and Assess- 
ment Unit at Fitzroy 
Square, and most were able 
to attend, ranging from 
four - year-old Prudence 
Abel to Bill Howe, author 
of “Crossed Wires,’ who 
lives at the Stars Organisa- 
tion for Spastics centre 
Good Neighbour’s House. 

Ray said: “Making this 
film was easy — we were 
one big happy family, but 
in my inexperience I didn’t 
realise it takes longer for 
them to do things than for 
the able - bodied. I’m 


Simon Fillery, who is 15, 
during the school sequence 
making him do press-ups 
in the gym.” 

Among the scenes shown 
in “We are your Neigh- 
bours” are the Abel family 
pushing Prudence in her 
buggy through the park, 
Simon being assimilated 
into Wanstead High 
School, life in the SOS 
centre with Adrian Love 
explaining its role, ‘he 
Milton Keynes project 
where people live in 
purpose-built flats, a young 
couple expecting their first 


baby, and Val Lang at 
work. 
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® PRUDENCE Abel with her mother and one 


when Prue saw herself on the screen f 
she crowed with delight. ia 


year-old sister Rebecca — 
first time at the film show 


SN March 


&: 


Pir 


a 
travelling 


WHAT do you do 
with your 
 Spastics 
.you have read it? Do 
you help make every 
copy count by passing 


a workmate, who 
might, in turn, become 
interested in the 
-Society’s cause? 

- Do you leave it'in your 
school or college library, 
in your doctor or dentist’s 
“waiting room, at the health 


clinic — even at the 
daundrette? 
All good ways of spread- 


MARCH 1981 


News 


copy of 
News when 


the paper on to a 
friend, a relative, 


ing The Spastics Society’s 
message, and a useful pub- 
licity activity which would 
certainly be applauded by 
the Society’s Chairman, 
Mrs Joyce Smith, who has 
led the way in this discreet, 
but telling, campaign. 

Mis Smith does a great 
deal of travelling on behalf 
of the Society, and she 
revealed to Spastics News 
that she always leaves a 
copy of the paper on the 
train! 

Who knows who will 
pick it up and read it, 
she says, and who knows 
what effect it might have? 
A splendid example of — 
to quote the Good Book 
— of “cast your bread 
upon the waters... . 

As our Chairman has a 
packed diary of meetings, 
yisits and engagements, and 
must be one of British Rail’s 
best customers, she has ample 
opportunity to pop an extra 
copy ef Spastics News in her 
briefease and leave it invilingly 
in the carriage. ‘The last few 
weeks have ceriainly been very 
busy ones for Mrs Smith. 

In addition to the usual 
meetings of commitieces at the 
Society’s London headquarters, 
she has made many visits to 
Society establishments through- 
out the country, mecting resi- 
denis, pupils and staff and 
keeping in touch at first hand 
with these vital aspects of the 
Socicty’s work. 

There were visits in the 
north to Beaumont College 
and Irton Hall School — the 
latter is closing soon and Mrs 
Smith met all pupils and mem- 
bers of staff — and a round of 
engagements in the Eastern 
region. Here Mrs Smith visi- 
ted the Chingford Work 
Centre, the Woodford Hostel, 
the Family Help Unit at Bury 
St Edmunds, the SOS centre 
at Wakes Hall, the Drummonds 
and Jacques Hall Centres, and 
the Bedfont Hotel. ‘These visits 
are much welcomed by the 
people who live and work at 
the establishments, who appre- 
ciate the personal interest 
taken in their welfare by the 
Society’s “First Lady.” 

Mrs Smith has also been to 
Edinburgh to confer with the 
Scottish Council for Spastics, 
and has been involved with the 
work of Habinteg, the housing 
association which provides 
homes for both the disabled 
and able-bodied in integrated 
developments. All this in addi- 
tion to the regular days she 
spends working at Socicty 
headquarters — always two 
days a week, sometimes more. 

Ii must be remembered that 
Mrs Smith, like all members 
of the Society’s Executiye 
Council, works in an entirely 
voluntary capacity, freely giv- 
ing their time, energy and 
enthusiasm to help others less 
fortunate. The spirit of 
charity is truly alive and well 
at Park Crescent..e 


~ Alison has a me 
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ssage for 


teenagers and TV audience 


ALISON French, a pretty 17-year- 
old from Watford, Hertfordshire, is 
one of six disabled young people 
featured in an educational kit for 
schools. and youth groups called 
“Who are you staring at?” 


The kit, produced by Community 
Service volunteers and the Mental 
Health Film Council, consists of 
photo-posters, texts of interviews 
and cassette tapes. Aimed at the 
14 to 16 age group, it presents the 
disabled youngsters as real people 
with whom they can identify rather 
than objects of sympathy. 


Independence 


Alison, who was born with athetoid 
cerebral palsy, was chosen to appear in the 
kit after attending a Spastics Society 
assessment course two years ago while still 
at a special school for the handicapped. 

She is now on a two-year residential 
course at the Star Centre, Cheltenham, 
learning to become more independent. The 
Society’s social workers have kept in close 
touch with her and in February she spent 
a week gaining work experience as a recep- 
tionist at the Family Services and Assess- 
ment Centre at Fitzroy Square, London. 

She told Spastics News that she was very 
nervous about the reception work at first 
but quickly settled down. 

Although she found the job interesting 
for a short period, she feels that it would 
become boring as a permanent post. Her 
real ambition is to work with guide dogs. 

As a result of “Who are you staring at?” 
Alison was invited to take part in a BBC 


Se 


television Man Alive programme later in 
March on disabled people—the only 
person featured in the educational pack to 
be chosen. 


Perhaps it was her perceptive comments 
on the taped interviews which appealed to 
the Man Alive team:— 


“, . . I mean you see me as a handi- 
capped person, but you don’t look at the 
other side,” she said, “that ’'ve been work- 
ing and doing my maths, you don’t think 
of me going home, putting my feet up, 
watching telly, listening to the rock scene 
or going for walks. You just see me as 
someone with a problem. .. . 


“When I go out on my own I find the 
public try and be helpful, but they usually 
make a mess of it. They tend to stare at 


HOLIDAY friendships 
like holiday weather 
can be uncertain, but 
a group of regulars at 
a Wigan pub _ have 
proved that they have 
hearts of gold. 

A crowd of about 30 of 
them from the Norley Hall 
Hotel, Pemberton, Wigan, 
were on holiday at Butlins, 
Skegness, last summer at 
the same time as Sue Port- 
lock, aged 20, a resident 
at the Society’s Kingston 
Adult House Unit, and 
Iris Cousins, a care assist- 
ant. 


Their hearts 


Although Sue is severely 
handicapped and confined 
to a wheelchair, the Lan- 
cashire lads took the two 
young lassies to their 
hearts. Wherever they 
went Sue and Iris were 
invited along too. 

Said the unit’s manager, 
Mr R. Tanner: “The group 
were amusing and jolly 
and enjoyed themselves 
immensely — but they also 
found time to make Sue 
and Iris’s holiday a memor- 
able one. They all became 
quite friendly, but Sue and 
Iris never really expected 
to hear from them again as 
they live in Surrey and the 
group in Wigan.” 


Golden return 
from holiday 
friendship 


So Sue and Iris were 
amazed when over six 
months after the holiday, 
a cheque for £400 arrived 
at the unit. 

Landlord of the Norley 
Hotel, Jim Foley takes up 
the story: “I’d just arrived 
at the hotel to take it over 
and heard all about these 
two young lassies_ the 
crowd had met. The group 
had promised to _ raise 
funds and so they did — a 
fancy dress pub crawl, 
ending up in my _ pub! 
They had hired costumes 
and I had Henry the 
Kighth’s, Nell Gwynns — 
everyone you can imagine. 
They'd taken collecting 
boxes out with them and 
they came back stuffed 
with pound notes — we 
took £200 just that evening. 


Good crowd 


“But, of course, a lot of 
people have been made 
redundant so it took quite a 
time to cellect the rest of 
the money in — that’s why 
it’s only just been sent on. 
The organiser behind it 
was Mick Bailey and 
they’re a good crowd.” 


Mr Tanner, who plans to 
spend the money on a port- 
able TV for the residents, 
said: “It’s a case where out 
of sight doesn’t mean out 
of mind!” 


| witesse Powerchair 


NOW available on the 
MOTABILITY scheme for those with 
mobility allowance. 

The unique Kerb Climber, fitted as 
standard, ensures even greater 
mobility and independence by 
beating the kerb barrier. It can climb 
kerbs up to 5 inches (12.7 cm) high. 

New improved model with disc 
brakes for greater safety and simple 
solid state, proportional control box. 


, Vessa 


Vessa Ltd is part of the Intermed 
Group, suppliers of quality health-care 
products worldwide. 


ALISON, who. is 
featured in BBC. TY’s 
“Man Alive’? pro- 
gramme on March 26, 
takes time off from her 
studies at the Star 
Centre, to try her hand 
as a receptionist at the 
Society’s. Family Ser- 
bices Centre at Fitzroy 
Square. 

If the “Man Alive” 
slot is a must to watch 
then the day before, 
between 10 am and 12, 
the “J. Y. prog” is a 
must to listen to. For the 
popular BBC Rac» 2 
DJ Jimmy Young will 
be talking to the 
Society’s principal 
liaison officer, Bill Har- 
greaves, about the Inter- 
national Year of Dis-— 
abled People. 


me and then when I want to go into a shop 
they run and open the door quickly or help 
me pick up something, which I can do fine 
on my own... but the thing that does 
annoy me is when I’m out and people stare 
at me like a moron—but I’m not. 

“J think punks are very good... 
because they dress different and try to get 
people to stare at them. They don’t stare 
at people with handicaps. I’ve been sitting 
next to punks downtown before, and 
they’ve just accepted me like anybody else. 
... I think ifs very strange that people 
want to dress up and be noticed by the 
general public when there’s me and all my 
friends try our hardest not to appear difier- 
ent from anybody else.” 


ANNE PLUMMER. 


forthedisabled | 


The Vitesse Powerchair will add a 
new dimension to life — bringing 
shopping, visits to friends, gardening 
and many other activities within easy 
reach. 

The Vitesse will travel up to 16 
miles (25 km) on full charge and will 
negotiate gradients up to 1-in-4. 

(Free of VAT with Doctor’s 
Certificate.) 


[to Vessa Ltd, FREEPOST, Alton, 
Hampshire GU34 2PY. Tel: Alton 
| (0420) 83294. Telex: 858316. | 


Please send me free colour brochure [_] 
Please arrange a free demonstration (_] 


Name J 
Address 


Tel. =< 
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The month 


MARCH THE FIRST PUBLICITY PHASE 


Distribution of information about the Director’s TYDP 
Prize. 

Launch of the “Adopt-a-Centre” campaign. 

22nd: SOS Concert at the Hexagon Theatre, Reading, in 
conjunction with a local appeal for a body scanner. 
25th: Mailing Appeal for ITYDP/The Spastics Society 
funds. 

22nd-25th: “Living skills for the mentally handicapped,” 
a course at Westfield College, London. Society speakers. 
25th: TLYDP Jimmy Young radio programme with Society 
spokesman. 

March 26: “Man Alive” TV programme (see story on 
Page 3). 

28th: IYDP Conference of North-West Region at Lan- 
caster University. 

31st: Disability and Technology Conference at the Univer- 
sity of Sussex: “DISTECH” (tickets still available from 
Bill Hargreaves at the Spastics Society). 


APRIL AIDS, ACCESS AND IMPROVEMENTS 


Ist-4th: Disability and Technology Conference at the 
University of Sussex (continued). 

Ist: TYDP Conference on “Human Values” at the Queen 
Elizabeth Hall, South Bank, London. Chairman, HRH 
Prince Philip. 

Publication of “Access” reports being conducted by some 
Regions of The Spastics Society. 

8th: The Design Centre Exhibition, Haymarket, London 
WI. “Kitchens and Bathrooms” (closes on May 23). 
Launch of the Director’s [YDP Prize. 

Launch of Churchtown Farm Nature Project Packs. 
7th-8th: Special IYDP course for staff of The Church of 
England’s Children’s Society (Society speakers). 

29th: Achievement of the Year Presentations. 

30th: Stars Organisation for Spastics: Marks and Spencer’s 
Fashion Show at Hilton Hotel. 


MAY EDUCATION 


Ist: “Post-Warnock.” <A Society Conference on the pro- 
posed legislation following Warnock Report and the 
Government White Paper: “Special Needs in Education.” 
Sth: “Save a Baby” campaign conference, London. 
IYDP Advertising campaign. 

18th: HRH Prince of Wales visits The Design Centre 
Exhibition. 

Discussions on Further Education at the Open University. 
Beaumont College: Appeal for extending the facilities and 
publicising of its activities. 

2ist: Wales TYDP Regional Conference. Special con- 
ference to be held at Wales Medical Scheol. Theme: 
“Recent Advances in the Care of Handicapped Children.” 
(Design Centre Exhibition continues until May 23.) 


The theme 


28th-30th: The Spastics Society’s LYDP Stand at Naidex 
$1. 

28th: International Wheelchair Dance Festival, Town 
Hall, Cheltenham. 


JUNE OPEN AND SHELTERED EMPLOYMENT 


A workshop on the problems facing multi-handicapped 
people in finding work (date to be announced). 
Attempt new initiatives in Youth Opportunities Pro- 
gramme and Sheltered Industrial Groups. , 
College of Speech Therapists Central Southern Region 
IYDP study day. “Changing Attitudes towards people 
with Disabilities,’ Society speaker. 

12th-14th: South-East Region Rally-cross Weekend, Deep- 
cut, Surrey. 

14th: Canterbury Cathedral TYDP Service. 

26th: “Johnny Samson”—a musical by David Swift, will 
be presented at Clifton, Nottingham. David Swift has 
won awards in the Society’s literary contest. 

26th-28th: South-East Region, Sports, Leisure and Recrea- 
tion Weekend, Camelia Boknar Foundation, Ivorys, Cow- 
fold, West Sussex. 


JULY /AUGUST HOLIDAYS AND LEISURE 


Launch of the first of a series of books about a bus called 
Bertie which helps the disabled. (Date to be fixed.) 
“Bertie the Bus” will then go on tour of holiday centres 
for the disabled. 

2nd-5th: The Spastics Society’s stand at the British Craft 
Show, Wembley Conference Centre. ; 

7th to 10th: National Foster Care Association’s TYDP 
Conference: “Foster care of the child with disabilities,” 
Lanchester College, Warwick. 

11th-12th: Grand Fair at Longlteat, Wiltshire. 

16th: TYDP Fair, Fitzroy Square, London WI. 
17th-24th: National and International Games, Trent Poly- 
technic, Nottingham. 

North American Kayak Exploration and Sponsorship for 
Churchtown Farm. 

Publicity being arranged about holidays for the disabled 
and also special LYDP holiday schemes for disabled child- 
ren will be operating at The Spastics Society schools. 
August 5-11: International Games Meet, Kassel, West 
Germany. 


SEPTEMBER WORK CENTRE EMPLOYMENT 


Opening of the Milton Keynes Professional Werkshop. 
“Man Alive” programme about Disabled Schoo! Leavers. 
A re-focus on “Work and Industry” by H. Schlesinger is 
being planned. 

Focus on the “Adopt-a-Centre” campaign. 

Focus on obtaining better contracts for work centres. 
North-East “Alternatives” weekend — Youth Centre, 
Askriss, Wensleydale, West Yorkshire. (Outdoor Activi- 
ties.) Date to be announced. 


ALTERNATIVES TO PAID 
EMPLOYMENT 


11th: East Region “IYDP Day of Action” Conference 
at Lonsdale School, Stevenage, Herts. 

20th: International Gymkhana, Royal Riding School, 
Buckingham Palace. 

Community Service Volunteer Project for disabled young 
people (resulting from The Spastics Society applications 
to the Thames Telethon). 28 
The Spastics Society’s Christmas Catalogue containing 
special gifts and medallions for TYDP. 

The launch of the first of a series of Disability Rights 
Cards: these simplify the rights of particular categories of 
disabled people/their families. 

21st: Publication of a report called “New Ways of Living.” 
This recounts the experiences of cerebrally palsied people 
who have found satisfying alternatives to paid employ- 
ment. 

21st-24th: The Spastics Society will have a stand at Naidex 
°81 and will participate in the session on “If you think 
you haye problems.” The Spastics Society im association 
with SPOD. 


OCTOBER 


NOVEMBER HOME-MAKING AND 
INITIATIVES IN COMMUNITY LIVING 


A Fokus Development and a Residential Development 
in the Midlands and South Wales. 

The Society’s winter advertising on an IYDP related 
theme. 

The Spastics Society’s Christmas Mailing on an TYDP 
theme. 

10th: The Friendship Group of Charities (incorporating 
The Spastics Society) LYDP Conference at Friends House, 
Euston Road, London: “Society and people wiih disa- 
bilities: rights and responsibilities.” 

15th November: Stars Organisation for Spastics Ball, 
Grosvenor House. 

Publication of a Spastics Society report on marriage and 
people with cerebral palsy: “No Just Impediment.” 


DECEMBER NEW DIRECTIONS 


Ist: A National Youth Theatre play by Yolande Bourcier 
(a resident at our Princess Marina Centre). 

12th: The SOS Carol Concert at the Royal Festival Hall, 
and also Carol Concerts in the Regions. 

Christmas TV Special: Society attempting to organise 
this and also a Christmas Thanksgiving Service at one of 
the major cathedrals in the UK. 

31st: A resume of the year’s work and a blueprint for the 
future: this report will attempt to summarise the lessons 
learnt during TYDP and draw conclusions for the future. 


HARPENDEN ADULT BEAUMONT COLLEGE: 
HOUSE UNIT: March 20 March 9-April 2 — Perform- 


: rosy. ances by Beaumont Studio 
Sea say Sot vals Group; May 18-31 — 32 
July 1 — Open evening,  ydents holiday in Brittany; 


Rotary and Inner Wheel; Open 
eyening for Round Table and 
Ladies Circle (at a date to be 
decided). 


LOWESTOFT AND NE SUF- 
FOLK SPASTICS SOCIETY: 
March 16 — Jumper party and 
€offee evening; April 25 — 


Open Day (date to be fixed); 
July-August — Exhibition of 
kitchen and bathroom furni- 
ture; July 1-4 — City of New- 
castle Exhibition; additional 
activities in conjunction with 
local groups. 


JACQUE HALL CENTRE: 
April 25 — Flag Day; Decem- 


SOCIETY schools and centres and local voluntary 
groups were asked to supply details of their [IYDP 
programmes, and we have included all received so 
far. Look out for more programmes in the next 


July 22-August 5 — Outer 


BOLTON AND DISTRICT 


Hebrides expedition organised SPASTICS SOCIETY: Date 
by centre for Thomas Delarue not known — Exchange visit 


School; September 5-18 — 
Sail training and sailing off the 


Cornish coast. centres in Germany 


of disabled residents of New : 
Hyde Lea centre and similar 
and 


ALLS.) a A 


Easter party for spastic people; 
May 10 — Sponsored whcel- 
chair push to Southwold; June 
6 — Dance at Wangford Com- 
munity Centre; July 15 — 
Barbecue at Blue Boar, Oulton 
Village. 

LONDON REGIONAL 
OFFICE: March — Letters 
being sent to features editors 
in London inviting them to 
spend a day in a wheelchair 
and to report findings in their 
papers; Juty 18 — London/SW 
Region Conference on the 
theme “Alternatives to residen- 
tial care,” at Perita Hotel, Lon- 
don. 


BEDFONT SPASTICS 
HOTEL: April 18 — Easter 
Disco; May 31 — Sponsored 
decorated wheelchair push; 
July 6 — Open day, Garden 
Fete and “I(s a Knockout’; 
_Septemrber 13 — Old Time 
Music Hall and Wine and 
Cheese Evening; October — 
Harvest Supper and Dance 
(date to be fixed). 


ber — Coffee morning and 
Bazaar (date to be fixed). 
AVON ITYDP CO-CRDINAT- 
ING COMMITTEE: June 5-3 
— “jInfegrate and Activate” 
Exhibition and Display. 


THOMAS DELARUE 
SCHOOL: April 24-May 4 — 
Students ’sponsored swim and 
staff sponsored walk; Weekend 
of Music, Art and Craft (date 
to be fixed); July 4 — Fete; 
July 22-August 5 -— Outer 
Hebrides expedition for 
students. 


WEST SUFFOLK GROUP: 
May 16 — Sponsored watk in 
King’s Forest; September- 
October — Pre - Christmas 
Teddy Bear draw in local pubs. 
NORTH SURREY GROUP: 
June 5-6 — “To work or not to 
work?” exhibition. 


DORSET SPASTICS 
SOCIETY: — April 28 — 
Coffee morning; May 16 — 
May Fayre; June 6 — Bar- 


becue; June 19 — Buffet dance; 
July 4 — Mini market; Noyem- 
ber 28 — Christmas Fayre. 

GRANGEWOOD CENTRE: 
June 16 — Arts and Crafts 
Exhibition, Colchester; address 
by Mr J. Oldham on “Disabled 


and the Community” to 
Kelvedon annuai Parish Coun- 
cil assembly; July 4 — Grange- 
wood Fete; September 7 — 
Open -Day; and Fecring 
Festival. 

RETFORD AND WORK- 
SOP SPASTICS SOCIETY: 
March 14 — Jack Ashton, MP, 
accepts cheque; April-July — 
Grand Draw; May 5 — stall, 
Worksop Market; May 16 — 
stall, Retford Market; Sep- 
tember. — stall at youth club 
gala (date to be fixed); Christ- 
mas Party (date to be fixed). 


BIRTENSHAW HALL 
SCHOOL: June 6 — Gala 
Day. 


MIDLAND SPASTICS ASSO- 
CIATION: April 6 — Social 
Evening; May 18-22 — “At 
Home” weck. 

DARESBURY HALL RESI- 
DENTIAL CENTRE: April 
24°— Completion and hand- 
over of paved chairway cén- 


issue, and keep this page for reference. 


structed by men from Appleton 
Thorn Open Prison in the 
grounds of the centre; May 1 
— Fund raising social event; 
May 22 — Spring dance and 
grand draw, Antrebus Village 
Hall. Local Group of Sub- 
Postmasters and Businessmen; 
June 6 — Open Day; Decem- 


ber 6 — Special Thanksgiving 
Service for all handicapped 


in the area, Daresbury Parish 
Church; December 14 — Carol 
Concert, Residents’ Recreation 
Hall. 

CHURCHTOWN FARM 
FIELD STUDY CENTRE: 
March 19 — Dr Mike Cotton 
addresses local authority plan- 
ners at Royal Botanic Gar- 
dens, Kew, on “Outdoors with 
the Handicapped”; March 21 
— Day conference, Truro, on 
“Importance of leisure activi- 
tics for the deaf"; May — 
Teaching packs available, the 
first in series is “Churchtown 
Book on Farms,” further titles 
will include “Flowers and 
Trees,’ “Seashore,’ “Ponds 
and Rivers,” “Birds,” “Wood- 
landsy’ “Mountains and 
Moors” and “City Life’; June 
— Open day (date to be fixed); 


SULLY WORK CENTRE: 
September — Open to public 
throughout month, excepting 


weekends, from 10 am to 12 
and 2 pm to 4.30 pm. A full 
range of products, porch lan- 
terns, clocks will be on sale at 
ex-works prices. 


France; October 10 — Autumn 
Fayre. 

PONTEFRACT SPASTICS 
ASSOCIATION: June 7-13 — 
Door Knock; June 13 — Flag 
Day; June 20 — Riding for 
the Disabled Sports; July 13 — 
Race Course collection. 


You can help spastics by 
ordering a regular copy of 


sine pets ee 


LASTICSNEWS 


only £1.20 (inc. postage) a year 


CUT OUT AND SEND THIS FORM 


Please send until further notice te the name and 


- address bel 
lively SPASTICS NEWS each month at the annual s Bowie 


ubscription rate of 
£1.20 including Postage, starting with the 


{ enclose > cheque/postal order for £1.20 


Name and Address 
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| Send to Circulation Assistant, 


Spastics News, 12 Park Crescent, London WIN 4QE. 


ABOVE: The Ipswich and 
East Suffolk Spastics 
Society has ambitious plans 
for converting a large old 
house into a comfortable 
new centre, and standing in 
what will soon be an 


attractive garden, work 
centre manager Bill 
Holmes and chairman Ray 
Marjoram discuss the 
scheme. Picture right: 
Three group stalwarts — 
Roger Spilling who handles 
publicity; Gloria Maden, 
the home visitor who is the 
vital link between families 
and the group, and her hus- 
band Paul, ex-group sec- 
retary, now “resting” from 
administrative affairs by 
rewiring the house, which 
will soon have an exciting 
lease of life. 


(AMG COACHES) 3% 


Merton Garage & PO, Merton, 2 
Okehampton, Devon EX20 3DZ. ss tAssomin 
IN ASSOCIATION WITH TAW & TORRIDGE COACHES LTD 


National and international travel by modern coach fleet. Serving: Devon, 

East and North Cornwall—at Competitive Prices for journeys night of 

day, in a coach size of your choosing—1], 12, 24, 41, 45, 51 seaters. 

Contract work a speciality for the handicapped and partially disabled. 

Let us quote you for a journey to any place at any time in Great Britain 
or Western Europe. 


Just ring Beaford 324/200 or Bideford 6395 
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IPSWICH HAS ANOTHER 


ABOVE: Ready for 
action — centre workers 
Geoffrey Elmer, Bob 


Brewster and Lillian Good- 
ing arrive to speed on the 
transformation. Left: <A 
great deal of time and 
effort is going into the 
“new” premises, but 
meanwhile the day-to-day 
business of the  well- 
established and successful 
work centre continues, and 
Chris Tubb and Willy 
Jackson busily keep up 
with orders for local indus- 
try. Picture right shows 
Mark Read and Alan 
Dayey working on colour 
charts, one of the variety 
of jobs handled there. 
Work centres like 
industry haye been hit by 
the recession, but their 
record of quality helps 
keep order books full, 


A Lg geagteney: 


TOP TEAM... 


Local group scores 


with ambitious plan 


IPSWICH is the Suffolk town with the top foot- 
ball team, and also the place where a lively group 
of dedicated volunteers make up — in their own 
way — another top team, though their battles 
are not for sporting glory but for the needs of 
local handicapped people. 


The Ipswich and East 
Suffolk Spastics Society 
has, just like the town’s 
football heroes, big 
ambitions at the moment. 
Members of the Society are 
working, fund = raising, 
scrimping and saying, to 
complete an ideal complex 
to house the group’s many 
activities. 

The Society already has 
a work centre, but recently 
it was able to buy a large 
old house and = garden 
standing so conveniently 


adjacent that it was an 
obvious, though costly, 
step to take. 


Now the plan is to 
refurbish and adapt the 
house into an ideal day 
centre (particularly needed 
for handicapped school 
leavers), social centre, and 
HQ. The garden will be a 
great asset too for all the 
people who attend the 
work and day centres. 


The only problem is the 
cost. Chairman Ray Mar- 
joram ~~ estimates £15- 
£20,000 will be the final 
bill, but he is sure that the 
new centre will be in 
operation sometime next 
year. Everyone is working 
with a will to raise the 
funds, and many give hours 
of labour to the conversion 
and refurbishing of the old 
house. 

An ambitious dream cer: 
tainly, but judging by past 
results at Ipswich; one that 
will be realised. The group 
has a-lot of local support 
which it has gone out of its 
way to earn by having a stand 
at the area’s big functions, and 


ABOVE: Voluntary help from pupils of Westbourne 
High School, Ipswich, showing the group has the goodwill 


of the town. 


SPASTICS NEWS 


tere 


THE centre’s workers 
are enthusiastic volunteers 
when it comes fo refurbish- 
ing the old house, and here 
Bob Brewster helps prepare 
a ceiling. 


not only selling products made 

at the work centre, but telling 

the public about the Society. 
The group covers a large 


Continued on Page 8 
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Churchtown Farm 
Field Studies Centre 
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‘Sully Work Centre 
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Drummonds 
Adult Residential Centre 
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Chiltern House 
Family Help Uni 
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Briefing... 


on books, aids, holidays, services, 
to help you and your family 


Like to paddle your own canoe? 


FOR the past five years 
Mrs Flok de Rijke, senior 
physiotherapist at The 
Spastics Society's Treng- 
weath School, Plymouth, 
has organised a summer 
canoe camp for disabled 
canoeists. There are no 
physical requirements for 
students, except the ability 
to swim, and here the mini- 
mum standard is the ability 
to survive and float rather 
than cover a set distance. 
The camp lasts for a week. 
usually at the beginning of 
the school holidays. 

As well as training for dis- 
abled canoeists, the camp 
provides training for people 


who wish to help with similar 
groups in their own areas. The 
latter must be good swimmers 
and have some _ experience 


“either in canoeing or in work- 


ing with disabled people. The 
two groups pay the same fee: 
epedyp 

Everyone sleeps and eats in 
tents provided by the Royal 
Marines, who also supply camp 
beds, tables and _ chairs. 
(Canoes, lifejackets, and so on, 
ave lent by local groups, and 
a wide range of equipment is 
available to suit the varied 
needs of students. In addition 
to single seat canoes, there 
are double canoes, open 
Canadian canoes, and specially 
designed stable canoes for 
students with poor balance. 


The canoeing instructors 
are members’ of the British 
Canoe Union Coaching 
Scheme and although most of 
them come from the Plymouth 
area, some old faithfuls come 
from as far afield as Ports- 
mouth and Edinburgh. The 
staff receive ‘no fee but are 
given free accommodation. 

The camp is in the grounds 
of Lord Eliot’s Estate at St 
Germans in Cornwall, and 
the beautiful . riverside site 
has abundant bird life and 
lovely views 

Up-to-date details can be 
obtained from: Mrs F. de 
Rijke, Trengweath School, 
Hariley Road, Plymouth. 
Please send a_ stamped 
addressed envelope. 


oe 


SQUIBES 


SURGICARE 


LIMITED 


Research 


Trademark 


development and manufacture 


to improve 


comfort and reliability 


of equipment 


for the management of 


and iieal conduit 


ilieostomy 
colostomy 


Squibb Surgicare Limited 


141-149 Staines Road 
Hounslow Middlesex TW3 3JB 
Telephone 01-572 7422 


Made in England 


Authorised user of the trademarks 


Amember ofthe Convalec division of E.R. Squibb and Sons Ine. 


New turn-on 


for cooks 


AS PART of its contribu- 
tion to the International 
Year of Disabled People, 
British Gas has launched 
a new range of cooker tap 
handles specially designed 
to help disabled people. 
Similar controls for some 
gas appliances have been 
available for many years 
but the industry believes 
that this new range, which 
comprises four different 
designs, will be even more 
helpful for disabled cooks’ 
needs. 

Much research has gone 
into the design of the four 
cooker tap handles. Originally 
nine prototypes were devised 
but tests among disabled users 
and assistance from the Mount 
Vernon Hospital and many 
other organisations, resulted 
in the production of the four 


designs currently being 
launched. 
Each of the handles has 


been designed to suit a par- 
ticular type of disability but, 
of course, the final choice 
rests with the customer. For 
simplicity the handles are 
called A, B, C and D. 

© Handle A is a large lumpy 
handle which is easy to grip 
and specially suitable for 
people with arthritis. 

@ Handle B has a lever exten- 
sion to help those suffering 
from a general weakness of the 
arm and hand which could 


result from polio or muscular 


dysirophy. 

@ Handle C is for people with 
poor muscular co-ordination or 
tremor. The three projections 
on this handle make it much 
easier to grip. 

© Handie D is a general pur- 
pose detachable handle most 
suitable for people with arth- 
ritis or physical weakness. In 
two paris (a socket and handle) 
it is designed to fit cookers 
where the controls are too close 
together to take the larger 
designs, and the detachable 
key is fitted with a magnet to 
enable it to be casily located 
in the socket. (The key is on 
a small chain so that it can be 
hung up near the cooker on the 
plastic hook provided.) 

The new tap handles will fit 
a wide range of cookers — 
approximately 140 different 
models, both current and nen- 
current. A yaricty of spindle 
adaptors ensures that the four 
designs fit the different 
appliances. In addition. 
British Gas has agreed with 
manufacturers that all new 
cookers taken onto the sales 
list will be suitable for the 
new designs. 

This means that the new 
range of tap handles will be 
available for every freestand- 
ing cooker sold by British Gas 
and so provide a more com- 
prehensive and helpful service 
to disabled customers, 

The tap handles and spindle 
adaptors are available in either 
black or brown and the cost to 
the customer is £2 plus VAT 
per appliance. 

Customers wanting to know 
more about the new aids 
should first of all inquire at 
their local gas showrcom or 
service centre. Arrangements 
can then be made for one of 
the industry’s Home Service 
Advisers to bring the range of 
handles to the customer's home 
so that he or she can try each 
design on the cooker and 
decide on the most suitable 
one, 

The four new cooker tap 
handles are. just the latest 
addition to a range of aids 
which gas regions offer to 
disabled and elderly customers, 


Make a note... 


THE Spastics Society’s 
Meadway Works in Bir- 
mingham has embarked on 
a unique way of keeping 
handicapped workers em- 
ployed. 

Instead of dull jobs like 
packing and assembling, 
they are producing a 
special range of children’s 
stationery called Chara- 
bang which is quite out- 
standing for the freshness 
and originality of its design. 
Each sheet is adorned with 
large colourful clowns, or 
elephants, lions or balloon 
men in blue, green, yellow 


and red. 
The writing set in a strong 
PVC wailet would make a 


Joining the 
army 


EVERY year in Britain 
more than five million 
people spare several hours 
a week to help others, with- 
out any tie of family or 
friendship and without 


payment. Collectively their 
work is double that of all 
the social service profes- 
sionals put together. 

This is just part of the 
voluntary work waiting to be 
done, particularly in 1981, the 
International Year of Disabled 
People. Sparing Time by 
Elizabeth Gundrey (Unwin 
paperbacks, £2.25) shows how 
service to others — to children, 
the old, the ill, disabled 


ANOTHER TOP TEAM 
AT IPSWICH 


Continued from Page 5 


part of Suffolk and makes a big 
effort to keep in touch with 
handicapped people and their 
families. Home visitor Mrs 
Gloria Maden covers a 70- 
mile radius, “providing a lis- 
tening ear,” she says, and help- 
ing to alleviate problems by 
either calling on the group for 
aid, or working with the local 
social services departments. 
Parents and children also have 
regular “get together” meet- 
ings. : 

The home visiting service is 
just one of the “extras” 
organised by the group to 
enrich the lives of the people 
it was formed way back in 
1952 to serve. Art classes for 
instance, for the work centre 
employees — just one of the 
innovations that has made it 
such a happy, companionable 
place. 

The atmosphere can have 
quite an effect on the most 
unlikely people. Work centre 


/ Manager Bill Holmes told 


wonderful gift to delight any — 
boy or girl between the ages — 


of 4 and 12. It contains eight 
sheets of decorated A4 paper, © 
four sheets of continuation — 
paper, eight coloured enve- 
lopes and a jolly Charabang 
pencil, ruler and rubber. All 
for the extremely low price of 
£1.80. = 

Stationery packs with 12 — 
similar sheets and envelopes 
come at 98p. A further delight 
is a child’s apron in 100 per 
cent cotton, printed with an 
eye catching frieze of Chara- 
bang characters. Price £1.10 all 
inclusive of VAT and postage, 

Send your orders to Chara- 
bang, Miriam MHarris Work 
Centre, Weale Road, Ching- — 
ford E4 6JL. Reduced price — 
for bulk orders. 


volunteer — 


at 


people, physically or mentally — 
handicapped; _ families, — 
prisoners, teenages, homeless, 
immigrants or refugees and 
groups of people with disx — 
advantages of all kinds — can — 
be more than just “doing — 
good.” : ee 

Sparing Time describes from — 
the volunteer’s viewpoint what _ 
demands, satisfactions and — 
pleasure can be found in- 
hundreds of different kinds of 
volunteer endeavour. -Some= 
times the most obvious motive 
is forgotten — the deep-rooted 
instinct to help one another 
which is fundamental to human 
society. In villages whe: 
everybody knows one ano’ 
mutual help can more eas 
happen, but urbanisation 
meant that even getting 
know one’s neighbour involy 
a deliberate step. : 


kee 


Spastics News about two young 
fellows who came to the cen’ 
to work as part of th 
“community hours” senten: 


“They had been nau 
boys and I think they we 
rather resentful at first,” se 
Bill. “But after seeing 
“we do here and how our 
abled workers overcome 
problems, why, they 
volunteering to stay on 
extra hours to finish a job 


WHEELCHAIRS 
Ashley Mobili y 


Authorised Distributors for V. 
td’s range of Electric and 
Propelled WHEELCHAIRS in 
Midlands, Warwickshire, Worcest 
shire and Herefordshire (Sales 
; Service). <9 
Enquire for details of the ‘Motab 
Hire Purchase Plan for the 
Vitesse Powerchair for Mo’ 
Allowance recipients. 


Hay Road, Hay Mills, Birmir 
B25 8HY.’ Telephone 021-772. §: 
Also at Warndon, W. 


(Telephone 38575)" 
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_ Austerity on one side, the needs 


of the 
Can 


A PAPAL Knight clad in ski wear was about to 
take his first tottering steps on the icy Italian 
slopes when he got a call from Downing Street 
which has put him on an even more precarious 
footing. 

. As Minister for the Disabled in the Inter- 
» fational Year of Disabled People, Hugh Rossi 
ly must steer a difficult course, balancing the 
H demands of an increasingly vociferous disabled 
mM 


lobby threatening like an avalanche, and drastic - 


i Government cut-backs yawning like an abyss. 
, 'f Mr Rossi can keep his feet and make his mark 
| as a Minister he will do well. As he says himself: 
ii “It’s early days yet!” 
iL... He was born of Italian parents, who had arrived in 
ml this country in 1918. His father he described as having 
‘2 somewhat chequered story. A journalist, Gaudenzio 
i; Rossi, originally edited Echo Italia. 
hi “Then with the coming of Mussolini my father was 
iisummoned by the Italian Ambassador and warned that 
liihis politics did not fit and he would have to change. He 
said ‘No’ and was sacked. 
Wi “So he worked in the refuge of so many Italian 
i iMmMigrants—the catering trade—and ran the 400 club 
mirom 1937 to 1964. He died in 1965, having seen me 
adopted as a candidate but not elected—he never had 
‘that satisfaction, unhappily.” 
Brought up in Hornsey, the constituency he now 
‘Tepresents, he was an evacuee during World War II for 
rexactly three weeks. Sent to East Anglia for schooling, 
whis parents meanwhile searched for a “safe” school and 
isfound one just two miles away from home—in North 
Finchley. 
Mr Rossi left Finchley Catholic Grammar School and 
bwent Straight into Kings College, London, to read Law. 
,, Because it was the war we were forced through every- 
M thing at a great rate, so I went up just after my 17th birth- 
day, and sat for my degree just before the 20th.” 
" He was articled to a firm in Lincoln’s Inn for three 
#years, qualifying with Honours as a solicitor, and after a 
A 


| COURSE 243 signalled the end of the Careers 
| Advisory Service at the Society’s Family Services 
| Centre in London. For 24 years the assessment 
course has helped youngsters on the point of leaving 
School to choose what to do next. As part of the 
Society’s financial cut-backs the final course ran at 
the end of February, and the 11 youngsters who took 


1e hel 


@ HUGH Rossi, MP, solicitor, Papal Knight, and 
now Minister for the Disabled. The Knighthood 
of the Holy Sepulchre was conferred on him in 
1965 for public services. 


further three years set up his own brass plate, first at his 
parents’ home in Highgate and then at Fortis Green. 
Fighteen months later he went into partnership with 
an old Law School friend in Queen Anne Street just off 
Harley Street, and by the time the then Prime Minister, 


part were the last of over 4,000 who had been 
helped. 

Also in our picture are Miss Margaret Morgan, 
Controller of Personal Services, Phil Dyer, 
Victor McGuirk, Miss D. Fort, Steven Williams, 
Maureen Kelly, Jenny Hume and the course leader 
Sue Shrimpton. 
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p bridge the gap? 


Ted Heath, made him a Minister in 1973. he had 12 
partners. He recalled, “I was able to become a Minister 
and not worry about finances.” 

His entry into politics he says “came the hard way.” 
“I started in Local Government in Hornsey. ~ Newly 
married, I was approached to stand for a vacancy on the 
local council, I agreed—more as a hobby than anything 
else. I did a little bit of public service on the local 
authority between 1956 and 1968, and during that time 
my interest, like Topsy, just growed—or to mix metaphors, 
the bug bit me! 

“I was chairman of various committees, then I stood 
for Middlesex County Council and was elected, taking the 
seat from Barbara Castle’s late husband Ted. Then my 
predecessor announced he wouldn’t be standing again and 
the local association got into gear to adopt a new candi- 
date. 

“T was leader of the Conservative party on the local 
authority which had by then become Haringey and didn’t 
give it a thought—a number of people locally were 
approached. I dithered—I had a flourishing legal prac- 
tice built up from scratch, a young family of five children, 
and in those days, Parliamentary life was not terribly well 
paid. 

“In the end my wife and my partners were all very 
kind and said, ‘If you want to do it we'll support you.’ [ 
gave my answer as ‘Yes’ just two hours before the appli- 
cation time ran out. There were 90 contenders and after 
three interviews I was selected. 

“Then Central Office was notified and they said, 
‘Hey—he’s not on our candidates list, we don’t know 
him!’ So I had to go through another interview. Any- 
way, I was a local boy evolving to become the representa- 
tive of the people I lived amor. My mother thought 
I was mad and that I’d do beiter as a solicitor!” 

His main interests in Westminster have been housing 
and land until the Thatcher administration gave him the 
post of Minister of State for Northern Ireland, with res- 
ponsibility for the Departments of Finance, Manpower 
Services and the Civil Service. 

“With three portfolios I saw a lot more of the work- 
ings of Ministry than I would in a single department in 
Whitehall. It was a very interesting and exciting period 
in my life with a great variety of work to do.” 

That phase of it came to an end with the phone call 
6,000 feet up the Apennines. “The appointment came as 
a complete surprise when we were on holiday together as 
a family. Although my children are aged between 18-24 
they still like holidaying with us, which is nice. We were 
all just about to set off to ski when suddenly I was called 
to the phone—‘This js Downing Street, will you speak to 
the Prime Minister?’ Well—I toyed with the idea of say- 
ing that I was. going to the ski slopes so—No’—but 
thought I’d better not. 

“The Prime Minister came on and said she felt that 
two years backwards and forwards to Northern Ireland 
was enough for a man with family commitments, and that 
Reg Prentice, the Minister for the Disabled, had asked to 
retire through ill-health. She asked if I would take on 
his job and I said: ‘But of course. thank you very much.’ 

“It was the first time we had ever been ski-ing and 
we all had a marvellous time.” 

Mr Rossi’s connections with the world of the disabled 
have been through his involvement in constituency work 
acting as patron of voluntary organisations and in par- 
ticular the Hornsey Centre for Handicapped Children. He 
has no personal link with disability and said “No, thank 
God, I’ve been singularly blessed. No disability at all.” 

His family consists of Philomena his wife, who is a 
barrister, four daughters and a son. 

“I’ve seen my children born and develop without 
disability. One feels life has been very good and very 
fortunate. I have seen what a tragedy of this kind can 
bring to a family, and one wants to do what one can to 
help. But it’s very early days yet. I’m getting to know my 
job, getting to know the people involved in this work, and 
I have to assess the best way I can help. 

“It’s early to have firm conclusions. Certainly the 
disabled are getting organised into pressure groups, and 
they have become more organised at a time when it is 
more difficult for the State to make more provision for 
them. My one regret is that lYDP has coincided with a 
period of austerity—one is unable to back the Year as 
extensively financially as one would like. 

“Given that restriction, I see the Year as an oppor- 
tunity to increase, as much as possible, public awareness 


of the problems of the disabled.” 
Liz Cook 
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Courage | New view of the News 


brew up 
a success 


THE appeal launched by 
Courage brewery in aid of 
the White Lodge Centre 
for spastic children has 
reached more than £20,000 
in three months. 

Courage pubs in Berk- 
shire, Buckinghamshire, 
Middlesex and Surrey were 
each asked to raise £550 — 
the cost of keeping a child 
at the school for a year. | 

However, some of the 
pubs taking part have 
raised much more than 
the required sum. 


Dehorah helps 
‘Save a Baby’ 


DEBORAH Carsberg, 13, 
raised £10 for the “Save a 
Baby” campaign with a 
sponsored wheelchair ride. 

Debbie was sponsored by 
friends and neighbours for laps 
of the roads around her home 
at 30 Riverdale Road, Hull, in 
her electric wheelchair. 

A pupil of the Frederick 
Holmes School for the Physic- 
ally Handicapped, Hull, Dcb- 
bie was accompanied on her 
fund-raising tour by her next- 
door neighbour friend, Mrs I. 
Hall. 


Golden honour 


DESMOND Cox has 
become the first handi- 
capped person in Wolver- 
hampton to receive the 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold 
Award. And two of his 
colleagues at the Wolver- 
hampton Spastics Centre, 
Dane Clark and Edward 
Dodd, have been presented 
with the silver and bronze 
awards, respectively. 

In the interests and activities 
section the three young men 
between them took part in 
photography, gardening, art, 
the history of the “Wolves” 
football team, horse 
rifle shooting, cookery, com- 
munity service, chess and 
swimming. 


Your ads 


MR Robert Dean, aged 37, 


of Merlyn House, West 
End Road, West End, 
Southampton, Hants, 


would like a female pen- 
friend. His interests in- 
clude, reading, music, TY, 
walking. 


DORSET Spastics Socicty has 
a holiday caravan at Sand- 
ford Park, Holton Heath, Nr 
Wareham, Dorset. Sleeps six, 
main drainage, electricity, 
Calor gas, TV, shower and all 
mod cons. Inquiries to: Mrs 
W. Stephenson, 2 Ashling 
Close, Bournemouth BH8 9JD. 
Tel Bournemouth 514645. The 
carayan is vacant all April and 
May — £30 and £32 a week 
respectively; week beginning 
August 1, 8, 15, 29, £45 per 
week; all September — first 
week £36, an dthen £34 per 
week. 


THERAPY in Music for 
Handicapped Children: <A 
weekend course to be held at 
the Polytechnic of Central 
London, 115 New Cavendish 
Street, W1, March 28/29, 1981. 
What is Music Therapy? 
An introduction for teachers, 
parents, playgroup leaders and 
others interested in working 
with handicapped children. 
Organised by The Nordoff/ 
Robbins Music ‘Therapy 
Centre Ltd. Details 


from The Secretary, 6 Queens- 
dale Walk, London, W11 4QQ. 


riding, 


TIM Yeo, Director of The 
Spastics Society, is a man 
who likes to see for him- 
self how things are done— 
and here he is investigating 
the mysteries of print when 
he visited our printers to 
see Spastics News go to 
Press. 

Mysteries? Well, being 
“in the print” as they say, 
does give its initiates a lan- 
guage all their own—of 
formes and fliongs, and 
blocks and Bodoni, galleys 
and Gothic, and Linotype 
and literals. ... 


OBITUARY 


George Lauder—p 


IAN Dawson-Shepherd, a 
founded member of The 
Spastics Society, and its 
first Chairman writes: 

Mr George Lauder, JP, 
ig dead. And the world is 
the poorer. For George 
was a pioneer in the cause’ 
of spastic people and a 
man who drove himself 
hard at a time when hard 
work was vital. George 


FOR sale: Braune of 
Stroud 3-wheeler Batricar. 
Attendant control, foot 
acceleration. In_ perfect 
condition, any reasonable 
offer considered. Please 
contact: 4 Papworth Way, 
Cressingham Gardens, 
Tulse Hill SW2, 01-674 
5927, for further details. 


PENFRIEND wanted: 
Malcolm Dip ple would 
like a female penfriend, 
living in Hampshire or 
Berkshire only, between 
the age of 25 to 38 years. 
Malcolm is a spastic, 
slightly affected in all 
limbs. Anybody interested? 
Please write to: M. Dipple, 
32 Shipton Way, Basing- 
stoke, Hampshire RG2 
6X. 


FOR sale: Wessex vertical 
seat lift —- as new, contact 
Mrs J. Duckworth 01-922 
2343. 


Your chance 


® This column gives our 
handicapped readers and their 
relatives, plus local groups, : 
chance of placing free acyer- 
tisements. Picase is Ne Or Wriie 
details cleariy, stating make 
and condiiion of article, price, 
name, address and telephone 
number. or request for a box 
numb Send to the Editor 
of Spuc.ics News, 


Tim Yeo took all that in 
his stride, but does appear 
rather puzzled as he looks 
at Spastics News in its 
solid metal stage—when 
everything is upside down! 
It was waggishly suggested 
that this was for the benefit 
of our readers in Australia, 
but he appeared uncon- 
vinced! 

Why is Spastics News 
upside down . . . what are 
formes, flongs, galleys and 
Gothic. .. ? All will be 
revealed with more pictures 
in Spastics News next 
month. 


was a Geordie, and I was 
lucky to call him friend. 

George was The Spastics 
Society’s first General Secre- 
tary. He joined us in 1952 a 
few months after we had begun. 
His grand title concealed the 
sorry fact that he was a 
General without troops, a 
Secretary without staff. There 
was only one other “staff,” 
Sheila Rawstorne. George 
received the magnificent salary 
of £15 a week — it was all we 
could afford. And for that 
sum in the next four years he 
travelled 250,000 miles in his 
secondhand car, made a thous- 
and speeches to Parents 
Groups, Round Tablers, WYS, 
Town Councillors, Chambers 
of Commerce and so forth, 
talked to several thousand 
worried parents of spastic 
children and adults, and sat in 


on the birth of over 100 
Parents Groups. 
That was his brief. Tell 


Britain about spastic people, 
and start Parents Groups. He 
did it his own way and he did 
it very well. 


Friends 


He had _ experience, of 
course. In 1949, three years 
before the Society was born, 
he had helped found the 
Friends of Spastic Children 
with parents from all over the 
North East. He had persuaded 
Wilfred Pickles then a rising 
star of radio, to be a Patron, 
and had helped talk the Percy 
Hedley Trust into providing 
the money to found the New- 
castle school for spastic child- 
ren, Then he organised con- 
certs to raise more money. And 
this was all at a time when not 
one person in ten thousand had 
ever heard of spastic children. 

ifs canes to London to work 
for the British Council for the 
Wellare of Spastics. It meant 
abandoning Mrs Lauder and 
his spastic son, George, and 
seeing them only once a fort- 
night. But that was what it 


was all about .. . George, his. 


IYDP—‘A YEAR WHEN 


AMANDA Dee, who is herself cerebral palsied 
and walks with sticks, feels that the Interna- 
tional Year of Disabled People could have 
another application — the Year that disabled 
people could go out of their way to help dis- 
abled foreigners in Britain. 


She lectures part- 
time in general studies 
at Halton College, 
Widnes, and last year 
became involved with 
a family of Vietnamese 
boat people with a 
17 - year - old mentally 


handicapped daughter. 

The girl, Chenh Mum 
Cuq, was left very much to 
herself in Vietnam, but is 
now happily setiled in a 
special school in St Helen’s. 

Now Amanda is helping 
the Tran family who have 
been housed by the Run- 


corn Development Cor- 
poration. 
In Saigon, Mr Tran 


worked as a photographer 
in the police department 
but, says Amanda, she 
doesn’t like to ask exactly 


Mr Lauder 


spastic son.. Nothing was going 
to prevent George Lauder 
Senior from getting George 
Junior the best possible deal 
in life. 

So when the energetic new 
National Spastics Society 
sprang out of the dying 
British Council, George came 
to us. I welcomed his neat, 
precise air, his ready smile, his 
good looks and easy manner. 


Where are 


CALLING all ex-pupils of 
Craig - y - Pare School. 
What are you doing now? 

As part of our contribu- 
tion to the International 
Year of Disabled People, 
we hope to contact as 
many past pupils of Craig- 
y-Parc School as possible. 
If you are able to visit us 
during the summer term 


we should be delighted to 
meet you. If this is not 
possible, how about 
writing to us giving a brief 
“life history” since leaving 
the school, 


loneer 


how the family survived 
their escape. 

Eventually the Tran 
family, mother, father and 
two small sons and two 
daughters were rescued by 
the British ship, — the 
“Sibonga,” and although 
their family was intact, a 
close rélative’s baby died. 

Initially the idea of visit- 
ing the family socially was 
meant to help towards find- 
ing jobs, but unemploy- 
ment has reached a level 
which makes this impos- 
sible for Mr Tran. How- 
ever, Amanda is very con- 
scious of how important 
regular calls from a friendly 
face can be—“‘the National 
Front are very strong in 
Liverpool and that’s not 
very far away. 

“Of course it was diffi- 


Above all I welcomed him as 
a Geordie. The fledgeling 
National Spastics Society was 
London and anything London 
is suspect anywhere north of 
Luton! But George was- so 
obviously straight talking, 
direct, honest, that there could 
be nothing dubious about the 
charity he represented. Because 
his car was old, because he 
stayed in the cheapest hotels 
if he couldn’t get free accom- 
modation from some parent, 
and scarcely knew the meaning 
of “expenses” he created a 
puritanical image for the 
Society which stood it in good 
stead. 


Parents 


The Parents Groups are The 
Spastics Society and George 
Lauder helped to found most 
of them. He was to go on to 
many other tasks. But his 
first was perhaps his greatest, 
and the 25,000 spastic people 
who have been helped as a 
result have eavery reason to 
remember him. He leaves a 
widow, and his son George 
who lives at the Percy Hedley. 
They are justly proud of him. 


you now? 


Comments and suggestions 


on what you feel our schools 
should offer would also be very 
welcome. 


If the response is a good 
_ one, we hope to make a per- 
the 
stories and possibly even pub- 


manent collection of 


lish it! 


Please get in touch immed- 
iately — we are waiting to 


hear from you. 

MRS M. FOWLER, 
Headmistress, 
Craig-y-Pare School, 
Pentyrch, 

Cardiff, 
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cult at first, although 


the family don’t 


for the best. 


“IT can honestly say that 


we are friends. I visit their 


home and they visit mine, - 
Although culturally we are 
different — they are very” 
Westernised and have g~ 


thing about material 
possessions like TV sets 
and stereos, they also haya 
a hang up about freedom 
and talk about it exten. 


sively. och 
“Um not exactly a 
Marxist—more a pseudo- 
left-wing liberal — leftist 


wash-out, so we talk about 
other things instead. I feel 
that disabled people, 
because they can see what 
it is to have problems, can 
be of great help. 


Amanda _ suggests that 
anyone who is interested in 


this field should contact the 


Ockenden Venture Re- 
settlement Unit, 165 Heath. 
field Road, Handsworth, 
Birmingham 19, or the 
Head Office, 157 Clapham 
Road, London SW9. 


bbe 


for Anne 
Anne_ Pl il 


Spastics News readers 
many years, but now i 
an addition .. . Anne 
now add BA to her nai 
as she has gained an 
University degree. 
Anne was one of 
Spastics Society’s fi 
employees .and worked 
Spastics News until | 
married Colin Mills- 
1979, after a first meetim 
at an Open Uni 
social club. With h 
degree course success 
completed she has ret 
to the paper for one day 
week. 4 
It was in 1974 that A 
started her OU course, Wi 
has covered art, literature, 
tory and_ philosophy, 
because she is handicap} 
cerebral palsy she was @ 
extra time for exams. 
enjoyed the course s 
that she hopes to tal 
more specialist history ¢ 
to achieve an honours 


He likes us.. 


I ENCLOSE a cheque fo 
year’s issues, and would | 
to say how much I 
reading Spastics News. _ 
I like the articles you d@ 
spastic persons and how tl 
overcome their proble 
although I am not so | 
when you print quite a bil 
the AGM although I 
read that as much as I do} 
other articles! ~ 
ANDREWS. > 
PATERSON, he 
Dilham Hall, . 
North Walsham, 
Norfolk, 
=~, Se 
aot e 
ae Tata 
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the 
family speak some English, — 
Visiting socially is some. — 
thing disabled people can 
do if they’ve got time on — 
their hands—it takes relg. | 
tively littke money and if | 
speak 
much English, be prepared > 
to sit and wait, and hope 
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‘demand action 


| MR Tim Yeo, Director of The Spastics Society, 
| met with Dr Gerard Vaughan, Minister of State, 

Department of Health and Social Security, on 
| February 17 and gave him a document signed by 
| IT organisations expressing their official disquiet 

about the Government’s response to the report 
and recommendations embodied in the Social 
Services Committee’s Enquiry into Perinatal and 


‘Neonatal Mortality. 

| % The signatories were: 
_The Spastics Society, 
' Royal College of Gen- 
" eral Practitioners, the 
Health Visitors Asso- 


| 
' ciation, the National 


» Council for One Par- 
i ent Families, the Royal 
+ College of Midwives, 


the Maternity Alliance, 


i 


. the Child Poverty 
Action Group, BLISS 
| (Baby Life Support 
Systems), the Health 
a) \Education Council, 
| |RADAR, and the All- 
m\Pa rty Disablement 
_ |Group. 
4 _ The meeting at which 
| ithe joint document was 
handed over was one of a 
series between Dir Vaughan 
,, and Tim Yeo. 
{| Tim explained: “These 
private meetings are infor- 
mal consultations, and 
enable him to draw on our 
acknowledged expertise in 
our field. The first meet- 
‘Ing was two days after the 
Y hite Paper was published 


i 
| 
} 


| 


and he invited us to go 
back, 


I “There is some advant- 
ge to him in having out- 
‘Side bodies to some extent 
} Guplicating the Civil Ser- 
ac and being an indepen- 
ent source of advice.” 


;| He went on: “We can 
Claim some success — for 
: nce, there were some 
Points which the White 
laper said ‘No’ to where 
¢ has been a significant 
‘Shif€ of position. One of the 
Assues was minimum stand- 
ards which originally they 
‘Tejected. 


Was the Society’s initiative 
—-we called the others 
ether and it shows what 
Can be done by one volun- 
lary society aided by others 
‘Who are sympathetic to a 
Cause but are, perhaps, less 
€xperienced in taking a 


¥; 
° 


a Be When I handed it over 
4 asked for a response as 
$09n as possible and he said 
to\badger him if we didn’t 
Méear from him—which of 
Ourse we would do.” 


f 


' The document rejected 


the Government’s view that 
the report raised unjustifi- 
able expectations about the 
possible levels of reduction 
in this country’s perinatal 
mortality and morbidity 


rates which could be 
achieved, and stated that 
the UK need not accept its 
high incidence of low 
birth-weight babies. 

Further, it stated that 
many of these _ babies 
could be successfully 
treated if proper facilities 
were available. 

The document called 
upon the Government to 
take action immediately 
on: 


@ Minimum standards of 
staffing and necessary 
equipment for obstetric and 
neonatal care, these to be 
the responsibility of central 
Government in consulta- 
tion with professional and 
consumer organisations. 

@ Improvement of ante- 
natal care by the establish- 
ment of a code of practice 
on the lines recommended 
by the Select Committee. 
There was a pressing need 
to reduce waiting time at 
clinics, the distance women 


six-point plan to save 
babies—and campaigners 


had to travel to the nearest 
clinic, and to make clinics 
more attractive and 
relaxed, with adequate staff 
and the possibility of 
mothers seeing the same 
staff at each visit. The 
maternity grant should be 
increased and financial 
support, including dietary 
supplements extended to 
poor mothers. 

@ Health education should 
be incorporated in school 
curricula, and particular 
attention be paid to 
minority groups, and to the 
necessity of health visitors 
and midwives giving health 
education to mothers in 
the home and clinics. 


@ A review of the prob- 
lems of staffing, status and 
payment of midwives who 
were crucial to the success- 
ful operation of Britain’s 
maternity services. 

@ The implementation of 
an adequate training pro- 
gramme for all GPs under- 
taking antenatal care and 
deliveries. 

@ The establishment of a 
national structure of neo- 
natal intensive care facili- 
ties, in view of the present 
shortage of intensive care 
cots which meant that 
many babies were being 
refused admission to them. 
This not only reduced the 
chance of life to low birth- 
weight babies but increased 
their chances of surviving 
with handicap. 

In the covering letter to 
Dr Gerard Vaughan, Mr 
Tim Yeo, Director of The 
Spastics Society, commen- 
ted: “The Government 
has stressed on_ several 
occasions that it attaches 
great importance fo the 
views of professional and 
other bodies interested in 
this subject. Here we have 
important organisations 
who are deeply concerned 
with the problems associa- 
ted with avoidable death 
and handicap of babies in 
this country, in complete 
agreement on six vital 
issues. 


Jackie seeks award for 


her angel’ parents 


A SPASTIC woman from West Heath, Birmingham, 
has nominated her parents for a “We try harder” award 
scheme run by the Birmingham Evening Mail, together 


with Avis Rent-a-Car. 


Jackie Woods, 36, wrote: “If it wasn’t for my parents 
I wouldn’t be alive and well today.” 

Jackie was born a normal baby, but at five months, 
she contracted gastro-enteritis which caused her to have 
fits that damaged her brain. Her parents, Jack and Lilian 
Woods, worked hard to help her work and become inde- 


pendent. 


Jackie’s citation continued: 


“They deserve more 


than. a medal. They are angels without wings or halos. 
They also do a lot of voluntary work for hospitals and 
the mentally and physically hnadicapped.” 

The winners of the award will be chosen in April. 


i - | i 
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PETER Macfadyen, the 
HOtticultural instructor at 
the Spastics Society’s 
Aurchtown Farm Field 
Studies Centre, has been 
aWirded a Churchill 
*Tavelling Fellowship to 
‘Nadle him to visit the 
and Canada _ this 


aU + coe 


Fellowship for Peter — 


He graduated in horti- 
culture at Reading Univer- 
sity last year, since then he 
has been designing and 
building a garden at 
Churchtown where plants, 
and gardening techniques, 
can be demonstrated to 
Visitors. 


Already widely travelled, 


having spent a year on a 
sheep farm in Australia and 
visited over 20 countries, the 
Fellowship will enable Peter 
to assess the work of others 
engaged in similar fields. Only 
in the US and Canada is there 
experience in the short term 
use of horticulture that will 
be applicable to Churchtown 


Farm. 


SPASTICS NEWS 11 


_ Society’s new Director 


of Finance — 
IT was over a year ago that Angus 
Reid, resident vice-president of the 
American company Citibank, where 
he was financial controller of the 
European Card Services group, first 


thought of joining the Society. Now 
he takes up his appointment as the 
Society’s new Director of Finance 
on March 16. 

He explained to Spastics News: “I was 
looking towards an occupation where the 
work I did was directed towards com- 
munity benefit rather than the simple profit 
motive. The objectives of the Society are 
very visible compared, for instance, with 
benefiting nebulous shareholders. 


“Although I have no personal involve- 
ment with the handicapped the Society 
Is an organisation doing the kind of work 
I want to be associated with —- and large 
enough for me to contribute my com- 
mercial experience.” 


He added: “I’ve really come ful circle. 
I started out in accountancy, then read 
maths, became a general management con- 
sultant, and finally, returned to the world 
of finance.” 


Mr Reid is 50 and despite his name hails from 
Birmingham originally. Educated at St Chris- 
topher’s, Letchworth, he returned to Birming- 
ham to work at Reynolds Tube Comany. 

He recalled: “It was a very menial post — I 
was given training as a commercial apprentice 
until my call-up when I spent 18 months in 
Libya serving as a radio mechanic. Forswearing 
the world of accountancy I then joined the 
Royal Radar establishments at Malvern, Worcs, 
and studied electronics and electronical engin- 
eering at night school. I was awarded a technical 
State scholarship to read maths at Durham, and 
married my wife Simone. 

“After gaining an honours degree in maths 
he went into industry, and then into manage- 
ment consultancy. He joined Citibank’s’ finan- 
cial trust subsidiary in 1972 as manager of 
product research and development, eventually 
having total responsibility for financial control 
as the company’s senior finance officer. 


He lives in Chalfont St Giles, Bucks, with 


Climbing kerbs is no problem. 


options. is so large that we can vi 


chair for you. 

So start thinking freedom 
NOW and send for our FREE 
colour brochure today. 

A new door is about to be 
open for you. 


Please send me full details on your range of 
Meyra Rehab Power Wheelchairs: 


We enjoy assisting. 
To: MEYRA-REHAB U.K. 
[Mitshew Park Avenue. Leeds LS11 OLR, Tel.(0532) 776060. 
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REAL INDEPENDENCE 
AT YOUR FINGERTIPS 


ANGUS Reid, the ‘Society’s new 
Director of Finance, has had a wide 
experience of the commercial world and 


joins the Society from the American 
Citibank. 


Simone and their two daughters, Susan, 18, 
and Annette, 16. 

His principal interest outside work has been 
photography and he is secretary of the Amer- 
sham Photographic Society. 

The. popular BBC TV series “Telford’s 
Change” centred on a banker who switches from 
high finance to running a branch office, but 
Mr Reid never watched it so disclaims any 
similarity with the character! 

“Pm not sure how it would relate to me. But 
one gets a bit out of touch with reality in big 
Organisations concentrating on commercial 
objectives, and I know many people would 
agree with me. 

“At Citibank I was concerned with tens of 
millions of pounds and I think my years with 
the American bank will prove invaluable. This 
will be a very absorbing job — the variety of 
activities in which the Society is concerned will 
make it both very interesting and testing. 

“This is a period of severe recession which 
will continue fer some time, therefore it is even 
more important that the resources of the 
Society are applied as effectively as possible. I 
believe my commercial experience may enable 
me to bring a new view to what has already 


been achieved within the Society.” 


The Meyra Rehab range of 


power wheelchairs opens up 
totally new horizons for the 
disabled. 


Over 40 years of experience 


have gone into our latest range 
of chairs and now they’ve more 
power (up to 27 miles range), 
more grip (will climb up to 1 in 
4 slopes and kerbs), and more 
facilities than ever. 


Operation can be by fingertip 


control, we’ve models that fold 
flat and fit the boot of a car and they’re so sturdy they'll take 
Street or country park in their stride. 

At last, you'll find real independence with complete peace of 
mind — and absolute comfort. The range of Meyra accessory 
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12. SPASTICS NEWS 


THE Great Blue Peter Bring and Buy Appeal has 
exceeded its target of £} million by more than 
£100,000 with between £40,000 and £50,000 still 
being received each week. 
The appeal is the 19th organised by the BBC’s child- 
ren’s television programme and despite the causes com- 
peting for attention such as the Thames TV Telethon, 
BBC’s “Children in Need” and the Italian earthquake 
disaster when the appeal was launched, the totalisator 
passed the target with a total of £518,000 on February 2. 
Since then it has just gone on rising. 
/ The Blue Peter appeal is being administered by The 
Spastics Society, and Mary Holland, already the Society’s 


ES 


® CHRIS and Mary in their tiny offices which has been the focus of frenzied 


Mary's massive shopping list 
for good causes 


JUST as thousands of 
pounds have poured 
into the Blue Peter 
Appeal, so thousands 
have gone out again — 
to purchase the vital 
equipment, and already 
Society _ schools, 
centres and _ local 
groups are feeling the 
benefit. 

In charge of the multi- 
thousand pound shopping 
list is Mary Holland, the 
appeal’s administrator at 
Society headquarters. She 
told Spastics News: 

“We've bought supa- 
karts, battery cars, Newton 
wheelchairs .. . and we are 
also buying five micro- 
computors,. 

“Newcastle and Birming- 
ham Maternity Hospitals 
haye been equipped with 
neo-natal intensive care 
cots which haye made 
their units on a par with 
leading hospitals anywhere 
in Europe because of the 
sophistication of the equip- 
ment, 

“In addition to the in- 
cubators, we have supplied 
ultrasound imaging 
systems which scan_ the 
new-born infant’s brain. 

“These can detect very 
small bleeds in the brain 
structure before they 
extend and cause irrever- 
sible brain damage. Both 
Newcastle and Birmingham 
have high rates of perinatal 
mortality, and high inci- 
dence of low-birth weight 
babies of 541b and under. 

“Carlisle City Maternity 
Hospital has been given an 


incubator with special 
scales and weighing 
‘drawer’ which reduces 


the amount of handling 
required to weigh frail 
babies. 
“We're hoping that work 
will start soon on a bun- 


galow for children in the 
grounds of St Lawrence’s 
Hospital, Caterham, and 
BDG Cabinets Ltd, of 
Leeds, have offered to fit 
out the kitchen free of 
charge. The firm special- 


ises in designing kitchens 
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intelligence officer, was appointed administrator with 


Chris McLeod as_ assistant. 


Chris recalled the first days after the appeal was 
announced: “I arrived one morning to an office 10it 


activity 


for the disabled. 

“We've also had offers 
of little used battery chairs 
which we’ve matched up 
with requests for them 
coming from the same area, 
to cut down on transport 
problems.” 


land, who have all been working for the Appeal, admiring 
an antique Polish zither and unique compacts made by 
the famous firm of Kigu — just some of the valuable 
gifts donated for the Auction to be held by Phillips in 


the spring. 


| D, 

letters DD Blu. DX 
{Tey byaller als | would 
dora ovr Pockes manay fo) 
| AA halcbott " ¢ 


to touch 
the heart 


THE sack loads of mail 
delivered by the Post 
Office have come from 
every corner of the 
country, written in 
everything from elegant 
calligraphy on expensive 
notepaper to childish 
scrawls on pages from 
exercise books. Many 
of the letters requesting 
kits have gone on to 
mention tragedies of 
handicap within a 
family. 

Mary Holland and 
her assistants have 
found some of the most 
poignant and depress- 
ing letters have come 
from people in need — 
poignant because of the 
extent of the need, and 
depressing because the 
needs are a_ Statutory 
right that the writers did 
not know existed. 


Dear Blue Peter, 


T have a baby cousin who was unfortunatly born 
n Friday 13 and she had to be nut in an incubator because 
her heart was prowing Bie 


BLUE PETER APPEAL SAILS PAST 
TARGET — AND CASH STILL POURS I 


he ceiling, no desk, no chairs, and 
three telephones perched on ledges ringing simultaneously, : 
with a fourth in the Director’s office. ; 5 Tp 

“Mary and I worked until midnight most nights and — 
then took baskets of mail home at weekends. at 
visited my parents I got them helping, too. If you take 
into account the ‘thank you’ letters we’ve sent, so far we 
have dealt with 40,000 letters! be 

“We did get help from members of staff like Lilian 
Page in the Pay Office who gave up her lunchtimes, for 
which we were very grateful. ee 

“We worked non-stop 
January—when we look back now it seems quite fun 
but at the time it was unbelievable.” 


square, mail piled fo t 
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“We get letters from 
mothers saying — ‘Oh 
please can we get such 
and such an aid shown 
on Blue Peter for our 
child — it would make 
such a. difference, and I 
never knew it existed.’ 
These are aids and 
equipment which they 
should know about and 
which local authorities 
very often have a statu- 
tory obligation to pro- 
vide. 


an Inewbator her life was saved, 


ONE of the most unpleas- 
ant revelations of human 
behaviour was the hoax 
perpetrated on the Great 
Blue Peter Appeal on New 
Year's Day.. As revealed 
in Spastics News at the 
time, many thousands. of 
pounds were pledged for 
the chocolate bar donated 
by Cadbury’s and auc- 
tioned on the programme 
— which were later found 
to be fictitious. 
- Said’: Mary 
“This appalled 


Holland: 
a great 


From 


Emma Howard- Willis 
Age lot 


Viewers ‘disgusted’ by that hoax 


many people who wrote to 
say how disgusted they 
were, and sent donations 
as a result, 

“Liz Milliken-Smith of 
Bristol is responsible for a 
number of holiday villas in 
Minorca and she decided 
she just had to do some- 

- thing. I put her in touch 
with the Bristol Spastics 
Society and she has been 
really terrific. 

“She has arranged for 
16 young disabled people 
and eight helpers to have a 


Money was raised in wondrous ways... 


IT seems as if just about 
everybody no matter 
how old or young has 
played a part in helping 
the Blue Peter Appeal 
reach its target,’ with 
inventive and imagina- 
tive ideas. 

At one school ’ two 
boys persuaded _ their 
headmaster, after their 
Bring and Buy sale 
closed, to submit him- 
self to the stocks. His 


pupils paid 10p a go to 
throw wet sponges. 

At another school two 
masters were put up for 
auction to do a day’s 
work other than teach. 

One. .92-year-old. vil- 
lager in Kent donated 
a box of jewellery and 
an 8}3-month-old baby 
girl, Kirsty Davies, 
raised over £1 — it cost 
10p a go to cuddle 
her. A lady in High 


Wycombe raised £3. by 
charging 25p for-a kiss, 
and another sold her 
pony’s involuntary con- 
tributions! 

Hope Park Church 
Sunday School in Fife 
made their total: of 
£414.13, and worked 
out that it had been 
achieved at a rate of 5p 
a second! 

British Forces and 
their families, in Ger- 


many, ran Bring and 
Buys; and in — this 
country so did just about 
every Society, school, 
centre, regional office 
and local: group. 

The Wilfred Pickles 
School raised over £530, 
Cyril Cattell, senior 
regional officer, East 
Region, raised £510 and 

-his . secretary, Pamela 


Davies, made £472 from 
two sales. 
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“We got a very moy- 
ing letter from an elderly _ 
man who had a battery 
operated chair. He 
wrote to say he could 
no longer use it because 
he couldn’t afford the 
batteries. I got in touch 
with the makers who 
supplied one at a 
nominal charge. 

“This programme is 
unearthing an appalling — 
amount of real need and 
dreadful injustices.” 
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fortnight’s holiday in f 
villas. She’s raised | 
money for air fares, pi 
vided spending money 
food, and they fly out a 
beginning of May. 

“People have been enor 
mously generous as 
result of the hoax.” ~~] 
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